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ordinations on all hands.    Many of their complaints
were groundless; but after all allowance, it remains
true that  the   Puritans were often guilty of gross
imprudence, considering that they were English sub-
jects.    In general this Imprudence showed itself in
their assuming supreme prerogatives ; as of life and
death in the doubtful case of the Quakers; in their
banishment of English subjects, or forbidding them
entrance to their colony;   in  their tampering with
the English laws of trade (a matter always of sensi-
tive interest to a commercial nation like England);
in their coining money ; and in  assuming in public
acts the title of commonwealth, though a part of a
kingdom.    Besides, they ever showed an even fierce
desire to  be let alone by  England.    Their agents
there at court had much trouble, and did not always
follow straight paths in explaining to the English gov-
ernment the ongoings  of their principals.    Finally,
in simple preservation of the Crown authority (4th
Charles II.), their charter was." cancelled, vacated, and
annihilated/' as the record runs, and a new charter,
"the Province Charter" as it is called, issued in the
reign of William and Mary, 1691.

The new charter, after consolidating Plymouth and
Massachusetts into one, abridged the liberties hereto-
fore enjoyed, in favor of the Crown. The election
of the chief magistrates was taken from the people,
and they were appointed by the Crown :__

*&From henceforth forever there shall be one governor;' one
lieutenant or deputy governor; and one secretary of our said
province or territory to be from time to time commissioned by been lawyers (as there were few or none in the
